Vignette: Transition
The lesson starts. Lesedi asks a volunteer in the classroom to read out loud the first question. Omphile reads out the first question as it appears on the previous question paper. Lesedi facilitates the lesson actively by asking learners’ viewpoints about the question. The question is, ‘How do you prepare for the transition to the world of work and further studies?’ Thabiso responds to the question. “You prepare for the transition by gathering information about what you want to do, i.e., future plans, it can be work or study opportunities. You look for more or wider options to choose from”, he says. After his contribution Lesedi confirms that the response is correct and requests all learners to write it in their exercise books. Tefo raises a hand to ask a question immediately as Lesedi pauses. Lesedi acknowledges and grants him an opportunity to ask a question. “Ma’am, I don’t know if I will be right to ask this question. I want to become a teacher but I have been wondering … what is the salary range of a teacher? If I want to be a Mathematics teacher since I do maths and science, will I earn the same salary with a teacher who teaches Business Studies?” Lesedi responds by saying, “In my knowledge teachers appointed at the same level get the same salary scale, unless if they differ in work experience because every year there is an increase. Even though since Covid-19 we did not receive increases,’’ she giggles. Lesedi says, “It is important that as you gather the information about transitioning to higher education and the world of work throughout the year; you must put it in your career portfolio. This will be instrumental in assisting you to reach your goals”. She adds: “We did not attempt to answer all the questions in this question paper … I therefore encourage you to answer all the questions appearing on this previous question paper as it may be part of the questions during the preparatory examination.’’ The lesson concludes, learners exit the classroom. “Our time is up … see you tomorrow!” announces Lesedi as she arranges another heap of previous question papers on her table.
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